
MOBILITY



SCENE 1. 

Rhiannon, 22 and smartly dressed, stands 
addressing the audience. She is Scottish, but her 
accent is hard to pinpoint - like someone who 
has actively tried to lose her accent, rather than 
someone who has lost it naturally.  She sounds 
posh in an affected way, like a central 
Edinburgh accent, so it’s basically - 

A “British” accent. 

RHIANNON
English? No, I’m from Scotland. Really. I hear that a lot. I’m from a place called 
Coalton. You probably haven’t heard of it. It’s close to Edinburgh. It’s basically 
Edinburgh. Yes Edinburgh is lovely. I studied in London though. I always wanted to live 
in London. I just love London, I did my whole undergraduate here - there. London. 

Coalton? There isn’t much to say. There’s no industry there. Here. Media industry, I 
mean. Or any industry. Even the paper mill closed last month, I heard. It’s just a place 
where nothing really happens. I won’t be here much longer. You know what small towns 
are like. Make you go a bit stir crazy. Oh. What bit of London are you from? Kensington. 
That’s lovely. Yes I do know it. I’ve been. It is lovely. I have been. No I lived in 
Shoreditch. Cheap? I wouldn’t say cheap. Affordable. Ay-Yeah. Yah. Sure. Totally. I 
would move somewhere more central were I to get this position though.  Yah. When I’m 
back, I mean.

I’m only back home to help my Mum apply for these benefits. Disability benefits, we’re 
not - she’s not - benefits scroungers, you know? The government are doing these benefit 
application reforms and - and I used to be a young carer for my Mum so it taught me to 
be very responsible from a young age. She has brain damage from aggressive multiple 
sclerosis so I think have good communication skills and. Naw. No I’m not her carer now. 
She’s not in a care home, we - she has her own house. She can take care of herself. Yes I 
can leave her for long periods of time, she’s independent. I was only called a young carer 
because I was twelve and she was really ill at the time. I’m twenty two now. She’s loads 
better. It was hard but I’m fine now. 
I think it made me very independent. 
Which is a good quality in a production assistant, I think, no?

I’m only home because she needs a little bit of help. It won’t take long. Don’t worry 
about that. Yes, were I to be successful, there’s nothing to hold me back from returning to 
London immediately. 



Beat. 

Yes. Yes I can leave my Mum. 

SCENE 2. 

Galloway Household. 

Rhiannon waits. 

It is small and a bit untidy, not in a big way, but 
maybe an ashtray overflowing with butts or a 
few stained mugs cluttering a table. The kinds 
of things normally removed in case a guest 
arrives. 

Rhiannon sits as if she is uncomfortable in this 
home. She has a large suitcase. She has just 
returned from London. 

She gets up and looks for something. She really 
does have to look - she doesn’t know where the 
item is. She returns, spraying air freshener - then 
coughs. It’s overpowering. 

The front door opens. 

Big Jim, in police uniform, enters, pushing 
Kathy in a wheelchair. 

BIG JIM
There she is! 

RHIANNON
What happened?

KATHY
Hiya, hen. 

BIG JIM
Wee Rio, all grown up. 
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RHIANNON
Were you arrested?

BIG JIM
Your Mother’s no a criminal, no yet. 

KATHY
There’s still time, eh?

BIG JIM
Och, you’re a devil, Kathy. 

RHIANNON
Why were you kept overnight at the police station?

KATHY
I had one of my turns.  

BIG JIM
Some of the punters down the pub thought she was a bit too much to drink and was 
causing a scene. 

RHIANNON
You had a hypo?

KATHY
My blood sugar was just low. 

BIG JIM
We kept her in overnight to keep an eye on her. She’s right as rain now. 

RHIANNON
Fuck sake, Mum. 

KATHY
Let me see you. 

RHIANNON
No. 

KATHY
I haven’t seen you in about a bloody year. 

RHIANNON
You knew I was coming back today. 
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Kathy, very slowly, stands up from her 
wheelchair. 

BIG JIM
I thought your legs were giving you bother, Kathy?

KATHY
She’ll no come over to me. 

RHIANNON
Sit down. 

KATHY
Come here. 

Kathy, on shaky legs, takes as long as she needs 
to reach Rhiannon and give her a hug. 

KATHY
It’s braw to see you, love.

Beat. 

Rhiannon eventually reciprocates the hug. 

BIG JIM
She’s missed you. 

RHIANNON
Okay. 

Rhiannon breaks apart from Kathy and helps her 
sit in her armchair. She turns to Jim. 

RHIANNON
Sorry you had to waste police time on her. 

BIG JIM
Nae bother, we all love a catch-up with Kathy. 

KATHY
Stick the kettle on, Rio. 
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RHIANNON
Jim’s busy. 

KATHY
Least we could do is make him a cuppa. 

RHIANNON
No. 

BIG JIM
I’ll run up to your room with that big case of yours. 

RHIANNON
I can get it.

BIG JIM
You moving back?

RHIANNON
No. No. I’m just here to help with her with her appeal. 

BIG JIM
Right, awful stuff, so it is. 

(He takes the suitcase anyway)
Big suitcase! 

Jim exits with the suitcase. 

Kathy is rolling a cigarette. 

Beat. 

KATHY
Could’ve at least made us a cup of tea. 

RHIANNON
Aren’t you embarrassed?

KATHY
No. 

RHIANNON
I’m embarrassed. 

KATHY
Why?
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RHIANNON
This house is a shitehole. 

KATHY
Don’t start. 

RHIANNON
I’d be embarrassed, if I were you.

KATHY
We’re different. 

RHIANNON
To let somebody see / what this place looks like.

KATHY
Jim doesn’t care.

RHIANNON
I’m talking about for yourself. 

(Pause)
How do you live like this?

KATHY
Peacefully. 

RHIANNON
Can’t you smoke that outside?

KATHY
It’s too cold outside. 

RHIANNON
I thought you were using those patches.

KATHY
They didn’t work. 

RHIANNON
I don’t want my clothes smelling like smoke. 

KATHY
I told you, don’t start this. 

RHIANNON
I went through high school getting made fun of because my clothes smelled of smoke.

6.



KATHY
You smoked in high school. 

RHIANNON
Because you handed me the cigarettes. 

KATHY
I helped you make friends, didn’t I?

RHIANNON
You promised.

KATHY
I tried. 

RHIANNON
You promised after your diagnosis / you have COPD.

KATHY 
It’s a bad cough. 

RHIANNON
You promised. 

KATHY
You promised to call me once a week when you left, but you stopped that too. 

Beat. 

RHIANNON
You could’ve called first. 

KATHY
You were always too busy.

RHIANNON
It was hard to make time. 

KATHY
But you could’ve.

Big Jim returns. 

RHIANNON
I’ll show Jim out. 
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Rhiannon takes Big Jim to the front door. 
Maybe this is as simple as stepping forward on 
stage. 

Kathy smokes whilst they talk. 

BIG JIM
You been doing good, doll?

RHIANNON
Great. 

BIG JIM
Graduate. 

RHIANNON
I am. 

BIG JIM
Found yourself a wee job yet?

RHIANNON
I have one lined up for me in London, just waiting to hear back. 

BIG JIM
What for, like?

RHIANNON
It’s a production assistant on a movie. 

BIG JIM 
Hollywood. 

RHIANNON
No, no - it’s indie, based in London. 

BIG JIM
Well, don’t forget about us when you’re famous. 

Rhiannon laughs, tightly. 

BIG JIM
Applied to anything around here like? 
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RHIANNON
(Firm)

God, no. 

BIG JIM
Aw, right. 

RHIANNON
I just mean-

(Beat)
I’m focusing my network in London. 

BIG JIM
Well, don’t be too hard on your Mother. I know she’s happy to have you back. 

RHIANNON
It’ll be nice to be back for a week or two.  

BIG JIM
She can still be sharp as a tack, when she wants. 

RHIANNON
Don’t feel sorry for her. 

BIG JIM
I’m not patronizing-

RHIANNON
Being disabled isn’t an excuse for being an arsehole.

BIG JIM
(Laughs)

RHIANNON
What?

BIG JIM
Aw, nothin’ - just the way you said arsehole. Sounded funny. 

RHIANNON
It did?

BIG JIM
You’ve really lost your accent. 

Beat.
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RHIANNON
Do you need anything?

BIG JIM
Eh? 

RHIANNON
You don’t need anything from me?

BIG JIM
Naw naw, hen. It’s just. 

(Beat)
You know, we put my Mum over in a real nice home by the Gardens this April past. 

RHIANNON
(Irate)

Yeah?

BIG JIM
It was time. 

RHIANNON
And she likes it?

BIG JIM
She’s fair taken to it. Loads of wee activities for them all. 

RHIANNON
That’s great. 

BIG JIM
You’ve got my number if you need it. 

RHIANNON
Hopefully I won’t. 

BIG JIM
Eh?

RHIANNON
Hopefully it won’t happen again. 

Jim laughs. Rhiannon does not. 
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BIG JIM
Make sure to call in before you go, now. We were just telling all the boys at the station 
how well you did at the film school. Proud as punch, every one of them. 

Big Jim leaves. 

Rhiannon returns to the living room, Kathy has 
smoked an entire cigarette. 

RHIANNON
I don’t even know where to start. 

KATHY
Start with what?

RHIANNON
Cleaning the house.

KATHY
Can you not just sit down for a minute, Rio. 

RHIANNON
I can’t live in this place if it’s a tip. 

KATHY
You’re being dramatic. 

RHIANNON
I’m going to need to call Sugar cause there’s so much that needs to be thrown out and 
we’ve not got a car to get rid of it all. 

KATHY
Do you have to do all of it right this minute?

RHIANNON
I’m not going to waste time sitting around in this shit when I could be doing something 
about it. How do you live like this?

KATHY
You get used to it. 

Rhiannon stands still. 
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RHIANNON
I didn’t think I’d come back to this. 

KATHY
Stick the kettle on. I need my lunch snack or my blood sugar’s gonna get low again. 

RHIANNON
You’ve gotten worse. 

KATHY
I’m getting old. My insulin’s in the fridge, go get it. 

RHIANNON
You’re giving up. 

KATHY
I’m not giving up, I’m enjoying what I’ve got left. 

RHIANNON
By smoking, drinking and sleeping over in the police station because you don’t want to 
look after yourself?

KATHY
Aye. Simple pleasures. 

RHIANNON
That’s not fair, Mum. 

KATHY
On who?

RHIANNON
As soon as I send your appeal letter off, I’m gone. 

KATHY
And what if I don’t get it?

RHIANNON
What?

KATHY
What if they reject it again?
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RHIANNON
They won’t, I know how to write it. 

KATHY
I won’t be able to send you the money if I don’t have a pension. 

RHIANNON
I don’t need it.  

KATHY
No?

RHIANNON
I’m writing your appeal because you are disabled and you deserve the pension. It’s the 
principal of it. 

KATHY
You don’t need your rent paid?

RHIANNON
I had that internship. 

KATHY
That paid well?

RHIANNON
Yeah. 

KATHY
Made all those connections, with that producer?

RHIANNON
He referred me to this job. Don’t worry about me. 

KATHY
Right. 

RHIANNON
What?

KATHY
It wasn’t me that asked you to come back. 

RHIANNON
You need help. 
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KATHY
You chose to come back, don’t come into this house and think you can act like lady 
muck. I don’t know what attitude you picked up in London but I’m no taking it. 

RHIANNON
Why didn’t you clean up for me coming back?

Beat.

KATHY
I made your bed. 

Rhiannon exits. Kathy lights up another 
cigarette and smokes. 

SCENE 3.

Kathy pours over a bunch of letters, smoking a 
cigarette to calm her nerves. 

Rhiannon and Sugar burst into the room, with 
some shopping bags and fast food. They’re 
laughing and being loud. 

RHIANNON
YOU ARE SUCH A FANNY.

SUGAR
How am I the fanny? You knew we’d bump into someone from school. 

RHIANNON
It was like a high school reunion down that town centre, bloody hell. Why are all these 
people still here? And pregnant?

SUGAR
Well Harry Duggins is excited to see you at Kittys this Tuesday hen. 

RHIANNON
I’m so happy that Harry Duggins works at McDonalds. He deserves it. 

SUGAR
He’s worked there for like four years now.  
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RHIANNON
Grim. That’s like an entire Undergrad. 

SUGAR
He’s still kinda braw though. 

RHIANNON
He’s a mutant. 

KATHY
You girls had a good time aye?

RHIANNON
Just doing some tourist things. Seeing the sights. 

KATHY
Dinnae be a wee wide arse. Go stick the kettle on. 

RHIANNON
You wanting a cup, Sugar?

SUGAR
Aye I’ve got pure mad cottonmouth. 

Rhiannon dumps her bags and goes to put the 
kettle on. 

Sugar sits down across from Kathy.

SUGAR
Hiya Kathy.

KATHY
Hiya Sugar hen. Whit you’s been buying all this crap for?

SUGAR
Dunnes is shutting down so we went to the sales. 

KATHY
Och it never is. That’s a braw shop. 

SUGAR
I ken. My Gran loved it like.  

KATHY
Your Gran had a braw hoose. 
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SUGAR
Aw I know. It’s weird passing it by in the car knowing someone else is in it. 

KATHY
It will be, it will. I’ll need to get down to Dunnes and get something for this hoose.  

RHIANNON
You’ve got enough pish in the house already we don’t need anymore. 

KATHY
I’m needing a new lamp. You can never have enough lamps. Do you need a lamp, Rio?

RHIANNON
No I’m always telling you, I don’t use lamps. How’s your blood sugar?

KATHY
Fine. 

Rhiannon tips sugar into Kathy’s tea. 

SUGAR
Sorry I haven’t been stopping by to visit as much as I used to. I got that promotion at the 
cinema. I’m an Events Programmer now. 

KATHY
Good for you love good for you, I know you’re awfy busy. You still chasin’ after that 
man at the work?

RHIANNON
You mean her boss. 

SUGAR
His name is Graeme and he’s the one doing the chasing. 

KATHY
That the one that’s about yon ages with me?

RHIANNON
Aye. 

SUGAR
He’s 36. 

KATHY
That how you got the promotion like?
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SUGAR
Eh excuse me. 

RHIANNON
It’s not a totally unfair question. 

SUGAR
I got the promotion because I know about cinema and actually went in for it. Half the 
staff there are either teenagers with no ambition or forty-somethings who’ve worked 
there since they were teenagers with no ambition. 

RHIANNON
So you’re going to get the work experience at the arts cinema and then come join me in 
London. 

SUGAR
It’s no work experience. I’m salaried, thank you.  

KATHY
You could get a job like Sugar in Glasgow. Or go to Edinburgh. Closer to home. 

RHIANNON
The only place I’d want to work in Scotland is the BBC. Besides, Sugar does want to 
move to London eventually.  

KATHY
Well Sugar’s clearly happy here. 

SUGAR
I’m just glad I’m getting paid for doing something I like. 

RHIANNON
His name’s Graeme. 

SUGAR
You’re a cow. 

Rhiannon brings the cups of tea over. She 
notices Kathy move the letters out of the way. 

RHIANNON
Mum what’s all this?
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KATHY
Leave it the now. 

RHIANNON
I am leaving it. 

Rhiannon sets the mug down. She picks up one 
of the letters. 

KATHY
What’d I just tell you?

RHIANNON
Your last disability benefits payment is this month?

SUGAR
Is this about all that PIP shite? 

KATHY
The Spanish Inquisition for disabled folk? Aye. That’s it. 

SUGAR
They’re just trying to weed out the ones faking having disabilities for benefits, all the 
chancers. You know the ones who say swear they cant work cause they’ve got a gammy 
leg but they’re off snorkeling and getting sunburnt in Benidorm. You’re no like that. 
You’re clearly disabled. 

KATHY
Cheers Sugar hen. 

RHIANNON
She’s already had it rejected once. 

SUGAR
Oh.

RHIANNON
We need to appeal for it. 

SUGAR
What does that even mean?

Kathy stubs out her cigarette into an ashtray, 
with force.

18.



KATHY
It means I’m fit to work now. It’s a bloody Tory miracle. 

RHIANNON
But you’re not. 

KATHY
They’re even wanting my wheelchair back because I told them I can make it up to the 
bathroom without falling over.

RHIANNON
But you’re brain damaged. If they saw you then they’d know. Know that you’re not fit, I 
mean. Fit to work. 

KATHY
They saw me. Apparently it’s not about your illness, it’s about what you’re still able to 
do. And unless you’re a pure vegetable drooling into your bib, you’re not classed as 
retarded enough to get a bit of money for it. 

Beat.

KATHY
Sugar, you brought any grass with you?

SUGAR
Let me get the stuff. 

Sugar exits to get the weed. Rhiannon takes her 
seat. 

RHIANNON
You should have told me when you first heard about it, you know. 

KATHY
Cause it wasn’t anything for you to be worrying about. 

RHIANNON
You know you get confused when it comes to your memory.

KATHY
I know that. 

RHIANNON
I would’ve told you what to say and how to say it. This wouldn’t have happened if you 
just. 
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KATHY
Just what?

RHIANNON
If you just took some responsibility for yourself. If you showed up hungover, or still 
drunk and acted all gobby and mean and stank of smoke then the folk at the DWP 
probably took one look at you and thought, if she has enough money for booze and fags, 
then she probably is just another lazy low class benefits scrounger. 

KATHY
Is that really what you think of me?

RHIANNON
No. I just know that’s what these people are going to be judging you on. 

KATHY
I tried to take responsibility for myself. I tried looking my best when I got there. I fucked 
it up. My brain can’t process things the way it used to. I’m slow. 

RHIANNON
I’m sorry. I’m sorry. I know you’re not like that. You’re not slow.

KATHY
I am. I’m slow and there’s no way of ever speeding up.

RHIANNON
You’ve got to take better care of yourself, Mum. Every time I come home and find it in a 
mess and you’re in some kind of state, like your blood sugar’s too low and you’ve gone 
hypo or you’re smoking even though your lungs are shot, I feel guilty for not being here 
to take care of you. And it’s like suddenly I’m that little kid from when you came back 
from hospital and you’re memory was at it’s worst, so you kept forgetting to keep your 
sugar levels up. You never used to forget that. I never saw what happens if you forget to 
do that before.  I would run next door and wake up the neighbors because I don’t 
understand why you’re shouting at me and acting like some monster in my Mum’s body. 
It’s not your fault but it makes me scared. 

Beat. 

KATHY
I’m getting one of those patches. The one that sends a beeper if the sugar levels are going 
getting too low. 

RHIANNON
That’s good. That’s great, Mum. Because I was thinking maybe a carer. 
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KATHY
Aye, shite. 

RHIANNON
I’m serious. 

KATHY
I’m independent, Rio. 

RHIANNON
You’re so independent you couldn’t ask for help with the first application. 

KATHY
I didn’t want to be a burden you. 

RHIANNON
Well it is a burden now. 

Silence. 

Kathy sips her tea. 

Sugar enters, with a big bag of weed. 

SUGAR
Guess who found her flavored skins. 

Sugar joins them and sits in the silence. 

RHIANNON
What are we going to do about it?

KATHY
Depends. What flavors are those skins?

SUGAR
Pineapple, chocolate vanilla / kiwi, cherry and chili. 

RHIANNON
We’re not talking about skins, Mum. Let’s try the cherry one. 

Sugar starts to roll. 
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KATHY
I’m tired. I want a blunt and my bed. 

RHIANNON
We’re not giving up. I’ll fix this. They can’t just do this. 

SUGAR
Go to Citizen’s Advice. 

KATHY
Aye, there’s an idea. 

RHIANNON
The local one?

SUGAR
They probably deal with this all the time. My Dad said an old workmate had to appeal 
cause they tried to get him back on the building site after he had his leg crushed. Dad said 
he wouldn’t mind falling off a roof if it meant getting an earlier retirement. 

KATHY
How is Shug?

SUGAR
He’s got his flights booked back to Jamaica for Christmas. He’s never been able to stand 
being cold in the Winter. 

KATHY
You no going with him?

SUGAR
Nah, I’m skint. I wanted him to be able to go and not worry about affording a ticket for 
me. 

Sugar passes Kathy the blunt. Kathy lights it 
and smokes. 

KATHY
You’re welcome round here for Christmas day. 

SUGAR
I was thinking of volunteering at one of the soup kitchens in Glasgow but maybe I could 
get a lift through later. 
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RHIANNON
I didn’t know you were going to be in Glasgow. 

SUGAR
Yeah it’s the first Christmas without Gran so I thought I’d try a new tradition. We always 
did Christmas at her house here. 

RHIANNON
I’m sorry I couldn’t make it through for the funeral. Grace was like a Gran to me too. 

SUGAR
It’s fine. It’s expensive to come through, especially so suddenly. Kathy was there. 

KATHY
Grace took right good care of me when I fell ill. I wouldn’t miss it. She was a fine 
woman.

Kathy reaches to hand the blunt to Sugar, who 
declines it. 

SUGAR
You have it. 

KATHY
It’s putting me to sleep. 

RHIANNON
You should go get some rest, Mum. 

Kathy picks up her walking stick. 

KATHY
Alright. Night, Sugar. It was nice seeing you. 

SUGAR
Night. 

RHIANNON
Do you need help, Mum?

KATHY
Naw, I’ll manage

Kathy exits, a little slowly.  
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SUGAR
I should probably get going. Gotta drive through to work tomorrow. 

Sugar gets up to leave. 

RHIANNON
When will you be back?

SUGAR
At the weekend.

RHIANNON
That long?

SUGAR
I know. It’s a full-time job. Pumping my boss, that is. 

RHIANNON
You’re so committed. 

SUGAR
You wanting me to leave any of the skins or grass for you?

RHIANNON
You know I never learnt to roll. You always did it. 

SUGAR
How did you cope at uni? 

RHIANNON
There were dealers that delivered them pre-rolled. 

SUGAR
Fuck me, have some self-respect. I’d reject paying for a pre-rolled joint even if my dealer 
was Snoop Dog himself and he showed up to hand-deliver it to me on a silver tray. 

RHIANNON
I got used to the easy life. 

SUGAR
Aye, clearly. You know you can call me whenever you want during the week too.

RHIANNON
Yeah. Maybe we could go to Middle Earth this weekend?
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SUGAR
Oh aye. That’ll be class. 

Sugar turns to leave. 

RHIANNON
Hey Sugar?

SUGAR
Yeah?

RHIANNON
Nah.

SUGAR
Whit?

RHIANNON
I was gonna say somethin’ dumb. 

SUGAR
Oh Rio. Oh hen. Whatever you’re about to say, I ken for a fact that you’ve said much, 
much, much worse. 

RHIANNON 
Alright, alright. 

Beat.

RHIANNON
I was just going say that every time I come back, I get worried we won’t have time to 
hang out anymore. I’m just glad every time I come back it feels like nothing’s ever 
changed. 

Beat. 

SUGAR
You’re right. That is dumb. 

RHIANNON
Fuck you. 

Sugar and Rhiannon embrace.
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SCENE 4. 

Rhiannon and Sugar sit on a hill overlooking the 
old coal pits. 

They are sharing a cigarette and have a few 
bottles of BLUE WKD (cheap alcohol) around 
them. 

Rhiannon points a bottle of WKD in front of her 
like a gun. 

SUGAR
Do you shee the beasht? Have you got it in your shights?

RHIANNON
Clear enough, Miss Moneypenny. Thish should preshent no shignificant difficultiesh. 

Rhiannon cracks open the WKD bottle with a 
bottle opener - they drink.  

SUGAR
This is the distinctly underwhelming taste of our youths.

RHIANNON 
I can’t believe they’re going to build flats on the old coal pits down there.

SUGAR
An entire history of innovative fifteen year olds getting high, drinking underage and 
shagging in the bushes - all going to be torn up.

RHIANNON
I used to feel like this place was so exclusive, just for us. It was like I was escaping 
everything when I came here. 

SUGAR
We also came here cause we wanted to get in all of our male friends. 

Sugar points out her bottle. 

SUGAR
Right there, by the trees. That was where you lost your V to Lewis. 
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RHIANNON
Distinctly underwhelming. 

SUGAR
We should pour one out for it. 

Sugar pours some of her drink on the grass.

RHIANNON
You didn’t talk to me for a week because apparently you fancied him too. 

SUGAR
I decided true love was more important. 

RHIANNON
Love? 

SUGAR
Come on,  you loved him. 

RHIANNON
I did not. 

SUGAR
First love. 

RHIANNON
Doesn’t count. 

SUGAR
He loved you. 

RHIANNON
Stop. 

SUGAR
Broke that poor boy’s heart when you left. 

RHIANNON
           (Serious)

Stop. 

Beat. 

SUGAR
Did you meet anyone in London?
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RHIANNON
I told you-

SUGAR
Not even a pump and dump?

RHIANNON
I told you I banned all talk about London. 

SUGAR
Okay.

Beat. 

Maybe Rhiannon is anxious they have nothing 
to talk about. 

RHIANNON
Do you remember how - how Lewis stayed at his Grandad’s on the weekend and his 
Grandad like brewed wine - because of course he did, cause that’s what middle-class 
people do apparently - so he always used to cycle here with two bottles of wine, weird 
wine too - raddish and carrot-

SUGAR
Moonshine. We got so smashed, Fish almost had to have his stomach pumped. 

RHIANNON
I wonder what it would be like if we were all to come here now. 

SUGAR
I met up here with Lewis, Fish and all that a few months ago. 

RHIANNON
You never said. 

SUGAR
You didn’t miss much. We huffed intros oxide out of a balloon. 

RHIANNON
Oh. 

SUGAR
Do you want me to call them?

RHIANNON
Let’s keep it just us. 
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SUGAR
He works at Citizen’s Advice now. 

RHIANNON
Fish?

SUGAR
No. Lewis. 

RHIANNON
Here? 

SUGAR
Aye. 

RHIANNON
No fucking way.

SUGAR
He came back last year. Fellow college drop out. 

RHIANNON
You told me he dropped out but I didn’t realize he was back here - that’s awful. 

SUGAR
Or convenient. 

RHIANNON
What do you mean?

SUGAR
Go see him.

RHIANNON
No. 

SUGAR
Why not? He could help you.

RHIANNON
I haven’t spoken to him in four years. 

SUGAR
Long enough for the wounds to heal.
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RHIANNON
And just ask him down the pub so I can tell him all about my Mum?

SUGAR
I’m not telling you to get a drink with him, I’m telling you to go to Citizen’s Advice. 

RHIANNON
Why?

SUGAR
Because, in a professional sense, he’ll know about all of this PIP shite and how to help 
your Mum with the appeal. And, in a personal sense, maybe he’ll be up for another round 
in the bushes for old times?

RHIANNON
Shut up. 

SUGAR
Why? You should have a hometown hook-up, like me and Fish-

RHIANNON
I don’t want to see him. 

SUGAR
Okay. 

Beat. Rhiannon becomes anxious again.

RHIANNON
Hey - do you remember our band? 

SUGAR
I remember quitting because of you and Lewis. 

RHIANNON
And Danielle filled in as lead singer, for like a day. 

They laugh until they don’t. 

RHIANNON
Have you seen her lately?

SUGAR
I know she’s still with Fraser. 
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RHIANNON
Fucking Fraser. 

SUGAR
Fucking Fraser. 

SUGAR
That’ll be a long engagement. 

RHIANNON
It’s weird how you can be so close to someone and then. Not. 

SUGAR
Some people need stability.

RHIANNON
People who don’t go to university and get jobs around here stress me out. 

SUGAR
Uni’s not the be all and end all. 

RHIANNON
It’s good to get away from here though. 

SUGAR
Our lives turned out pretty different. Probably for the better. 

RHIANNON
How do you mean?

SUGAR
Our trajectories were too similar. We did the same degree, only I was in Glasgow and 
you were in London, and you were good at Uni and I dropped out after three years. 

RHIANNON
You are good. 

SUGAR
Not like you. 

RHIANNON
If your Gran hadn’t gotten sick-

SUGAR
Uni worked for you, going into a job worked for me.
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A beat, long enough to almost become 
awkward.

RHIANNON
I don’t think it’s worked for your accent.

SUGAR
My accent?

RHIANNON
(Mimicking a Glaswegian accent)

Aye, hen, pure buzzin, hen. 

SUGAR
(Mimicking a posh accent)

Alright, your majesty. 

RHIANNON
You’ve only been in Glasgow for a year. 

SUGAR
Could people not understand you or something?

RHIANNON
I guess I just adapted. My Mum is ripping me for it. 

Sugar laughs.

RHIANNON
Whitt? (What)

SUGAR
You’ll hate me. 

RHIANNON
             (Pushing)

Whitt? (What)

SUGAR
It sounds like you’re trying to be Scottish. 
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RHIANNON
(Correct pronunciation, a little upset but 
not even sure why)

What? 

SUGAR
It’s like someone putting an accent instead of it just being your accent. 

RHIANNON
I never had a thick accent anyway. 

Beat. 

SUGAR
I think you should call your Mum more when you’re away. 

RHIANNON
Did she tell you that?

SUGAR
She always asks about you whenever I visit. 

RHIANNON
Do you visit her at the house or bump into her at the pub? 

SUGAR
Both. 

(Beat)
When you first left I went by the house, but I usually see her at the pub when I’m back. 

RHIANNON
She’s gotten worse. 

SUGAR
To be fair - you can find everyone in this town at the pub. 

RHIANNON
But my Mum wasn’t like that. She used to be smart and had a good job at the police 
station and took me  on good holidays and made sure I always had the best, and she did it 
all by herself. Then she got sick. Out of nowhere. And after that her brain was damaged 
and she can’t work and isn’t allowed to drive. All of that independence just gone. Could 
you imagine what it must be like to live in a body that you can feel is slowing down 
every day?  
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SUGAR
I think you’re Mum’s really fucking brave. 

RHIANNON
What if I get ill like that?

SUGAR
It was a freak thing. 

RHIANNON
It could happen to anyone. 

SUGAR
Aye. 

(Beat)
Ever since Gran passed I keep thinking about how I really could just go at any minute. Or 
Dad’s sixty-two. He’s not that old but he’s still. Old, you know?

RHIANNON
Mum told me she’s leaving the house to me when she dies. 

SUGAR
Shit. 

RHIANNON
My first reaction was to be like, “Shut up.” What am I supposed to say? Thank you?

SUGAR
Aren’t we too young to worry about our parents dying?

RHIANNON
It’s just like the coal pits down there. People thought they’d be here forever. Now they’re 
covered up by grass and kids sit and smoke and drink and shag over them. You’d never 
know they were here if you didn’t know the history. 

SUGAR
My Dad moved here for the industry. Can you believe that? 

RHIANNON
This town was built to be an industrial town. A new town. And now it’s just dead. Like it 
got depressed in the eighties and never recovered. 

SUGAR
So many people stay their whole lives here. 
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RHIANNON
This town was created to be so much more.

SUGAR
The mines were always going to go bust. Thatcher got to it first. Maybe it was always 
doomed?

RHIANNON
Maybe. 

SUGAR
I know you banned London talk, but how’s the weather down there?

RHIANNON
Warmer. 

SUGAR
Damn. 

Beat. 

SUGAR
Joke’s on them. When global warming finally floods the world, England’s gonna drown 
first. 

RHIANNON
That is true. 

SUGAR
Promise to come back here at the first flood warning. 

RHIANNON
Here? Coalton?

SUGAR
No. 

(She pats the grass)
Here.

RHIANNON
This is the hill we choose to die on?

SUGAR
Yeah. We can watch it all go down here, you and me. 

35.



RHIANNON
And what will we do?

SUGAR
Probably nothing. 

RHIANNON
Yeah. 
Probably nothing.

SCENE 5.

Kathy and Rhiannon sit in the waiting room of a 
CITIZENS ADVICE. Kathy is in a wheelchair 
and is tapping her foot impatiently. 

KATHY
You wearing perfume?

RHIANNON
A little. 

KATHY
Whit for like?

RHIANNON
To mask the smell of smoke all over my clothes. 

KATHY
Smells expensive. 

RHIANNON
It was on sale. 

KATHY
What you all dressed up for?

RHIANNON
It’s like an interview. People are going to be more responsive to you if you present the 
best side of yourself. 

Kathy side-eyes her. 

KATHY
Are they, aye?
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A Receptionist walks past. 

KATHY
We going to be seeing someone any time today?

RHIANNON
Mum. 

KATHY
Citizens Advice. More like citizens rot away in the waiting room before you can get any 
bloody advice. 

RHIANNON
Be patient. 

KATHY
You don’t get anywhere in life if you don’t ask for it, Rio. 

RHIANNON
Rhiannon. Call me Rhiannon. That’s the name you gave me. 

RECEPTIONIST
When was your appointment?

KATHY
10. It’s 10:05 now. 

RECEPTIONIST
I’ll go check. 

KATHY
Aye cheers hen. 

(To Rhiannon)
See? That’s how it’s done. 

RHIANNON
(To Receptionist, ignoring Kathy)

Thank you so much. 

Receptionist exits. 

KATHY
Why you talkin’ like that?

RHIANNON
Like what?
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KATHY
Like you’re using your phone voice. But in real life. 

RHIANNON
I’m being polite. 

KATHY
Nobody talks like that around here. 

RHIANNON
All I said was “thank you”. 

KATHY
No. You said “Thank you so much”. Like some weather reporter. 

RHIANNON
Should I just be rude to everybody like you?

KATHY
You don’t sound-

RHIANNON
I don’t want to sound like I’m from here. 

KATHY
You don’t sound like my daughter. 

RHIANNON
Oh. 

They sit in uncomfortable silence. 

KATHY
I hate sitting in this blimmin’ chair for too long. Hurts my arse. Why’d you wheel me all 
the way out here in it? You’re always moaning I’m puttin’ it on and don’t actually need 
it. 

RHIANNON
We’re getting advice on how to keep your disabled pension.  I’m making sure look as 
disabled as possible. 

KATHY
I’m disabled up here. It’s my brain that’s all mucked up. 
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RHIANNON
People act more sympathetic to people with visible disabilities. They don’t believe it if 
they can’t see it. 

KATHY
So it’s worse to be a cripple than be brain damaged?

RHIANNON
It’s just to give us an edge. 

KATHY
When did you become the expert on making people feel sorry for you?

RHIANNON
I’ve always been good with words. 

Kathy grunts. 

KATHY
You could get a job around here. 

RHIANNON
Oh aye. 

KATHY
Is it really that bad being back here?

RHIANNON
I don’t want to get too comfortable. 

KATHY
Since when is being comfortable a bad thing?

RHIANNON
People settle if they stay in one place too long. 

KATHY
What you planning on doing in London like?

RHIANNON
Anything. It’s London. 

KATHY
So you’re picky about taking a job in your home town but you’ll jump at the first thing 
you get in London?
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RHIANNON
Not literally the first thing/

KATHY
So you want to move to a different country, take the first job/

RHIANNON
London is not a different country. 

KATHY
Aye it is. You want to move to a different country, take the first job going there in acting-

RHIANNON
It’s not acting, Mum. It’s filming. Production. Creating something new. 

KATHY
So you’d be comfortable enough to make no money in London and be miserable until the 
day came when you finally get a foot in some English cunt’s door?

RHIANNON
Yes. 

KATHY
You’re a character, like, Rio. 

The Receptionist returns. 

RECEPTIONIST
Lewis is ready to see you now, Mrs. Galloway. if you could come right this way- 

KATHY
About bloody time. 

Kathy stands up from her wheelchair, stretching 
gratuitously. The Receptionist is shook. 

Rhiannon stands up. 

RHIANNON
It’s a miracle. 
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VII. CITIZENS ADVICE

Transition to Citizen’s Advice Office: which is 
really just multiple desks, chairs and divider 
screens in lieu of privacy. It’s very blue. 

Rhiannon wheels Kathy in. 

Lewis, young man in a suit, stands up from his 
desk. 

LEWIS
Good afternoon, Mrs. Galloway. I’m Lewis. I’ll be advising you today. 

KATHY
Cheers.

LEWIS
(To Rhiannon, a little flustered)

Didn’t know you were back from London. 

RHIANNON
Not for long. I’m helping my Mum. 

LEWIS
Oh. Well. Very good, very good. 

They stand, smiling awkwardly. 

Beat. 

KATHY
Rhiannon, sit down. 

Rhiannon sits. Lewis sits. The three of them are 
very close around the small desk area. 

Kathy’s whole demeanor has changed.  

KATHY
You two eh. Know each other from the school, like?

RHIANNON
Yeah. 

LEWIS
Aye. 
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KATHY
You’re a braw looking laddie, Lewis. 

RHIANNON
Mum. 

KATHY
You ages with Rhiannon, like?

LEWIS
Twenty-three. 

KATHY
Doing well for yourself. You like it here?

LEWIS
I’m getting by alright. 

KATHY
Rhiannon’s unemployed. She won’t go on the dole. 

LEWIS
That’s not why you’re really back here, is it?

RHIANNON
I have a job lined up for me back in London. 

LEWIS
I was kidding. 

RHIANNON
Right. Sorry. 

LEWIS
No. Don’t be sorry. 

Kathy squints at the badge on Lewis’ shirt. 

KATHY
You’re the assistant manager?

LEWIS
People left cause of holiday cuts. I got lucky. Kind of lucky. I don’t get paid on holidays.

KATHY
You might be running things around here in a few years. 
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LEWIS
It’s just because I have a degree. 

KATHY
Your family must be fair proud of you. 

LEWIS
I’m sure they’ll want to get shot of me soon. 

RHIANNON
You’re living at home still?

LEWIS
(Is cut off by Kathy)

KATHY
That’s grand, that is. Your Mother must be happy.

RHIANNON
           (To Kathy)

Let’s not waste Lewis’ time, Mum. 

Lewis clears his throat, business-like. 

LEWIS
I understand you need some advice on appealing for Personal Independence Loan 
benefits? 

KATHY
Aye. It’d be nice to  benefit from this. 

Kathy wheels back and forth in the wheelchair. 

RHIANNON
Her application got rejected. I need advice on how to appeal it. 

LEWIS
You’re in good hands. About half of the people I see are appealing to PIP.  

KATHY
Scam. A bloody scam, so it is. 

RHIANNON
And their appeals are approved?
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LEWIS
Aye. Mostly. 

Rhiannon gives him a fixed smile, taking out a 
pen and notebook, which amuses him. 

RHIANNON
Tell me what I need to write and I’ll make it sound good.  

LEWIS
It’s best to be honest about the situation. 

RHIANNON
Honesty wasn’t good enough the first time. 

LEWIS
It all boils down to submitting the right kind of evidence to prove that you are in need of 
financial support. If you can get a letter from your GP-

RHIANNON
Who’s your GP?

KATHY
Christ knows, they’re always coming and going at that clinic. 

RHIANNON
You must know who your GP is. 

KATHY
Give me a minute to think, it’s confusing wrappin’ my head around everything we need. 

RHIANNON
I’m already rushed for time because of how late she left this. 

KATHY
I’m slow. You know I have short term memory span.  

LEWIS
You should write that down. 

RHIANNON
I know that already. 

KATHY
Write what down?
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LEWIS
About your memory loss. 

KATHY
I was kidding. 

Lewis and Kathy share a laugh, more 
comfortable. Rhiannon is unamused. 

RHIANNON
Can you take this seriously?

LEWIS
Sorry. 

RHIANNON
I’m talking to her. 

KATHY
Thanks. 

LEWIS
For the record, Kathy, can I ask about the nature of your disability?

KATHY
Did you no tell your school pals?

RHIANNON
We weren’t really friends. 

Lewis is taken aback, but doesn’t say anything. 

KATHY
She’s a charmer, isn’t she?

(Beat)
Bacterial meningitis. Ten years ago. Hospital misdiagnosed me with a migraine. All it 
took was a few hours for them to stick me in a coma and I woke up with Brain Damage. 

LEWIS
You were misdiagnosed?

KATHY
Oh aye. Lost most of my independent bodily functions for a while. If they’d acted 
straight away, I might’ve been right as rain. Maybe not though. 
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(To Rhiannon)
Even took me a few months to remember your name, right?

Rhiannon doesn’t answer, staring into space. 

Lewis is looking at Rhiannon. 

LEWIS
I didn’t know. 

KATHY
Shit happens, Lewis. I was discharged after ten months and learnt to talk and walk again. 
Bought my house with the money the hospital had to shell out for their fuck-up. Hell, I 
even make it to the bathroom without pissing myself 9 out of 10 times nowadays. 

RHIANNON
Mum. 

KATHY
No need to be embarrassed. He needs the context. Write down that I almost died. 

LEWIS
I can’t even imagine-

KATHY
We only want pity when we can make money off of it. How do we do that?

LEWIS
If you can describe how the disability affects your life, that helps. Do you need a carer?

RHIANNON
No. 

KATHY
Rhiannon’s my carer. 

RHIANNON
Not anymore. You don’t need me for that now.

KATHY
You get a free bus ride because you have a carer card. 

RHIANNON
It’s a technicality. 
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KATHY 
She was a “young carer”. That’s the title. She won an award for it and everything. What 
was it, Best Young Carer?

RHIANNON
Young Carer of the Year. 2010. 

KATHY
Aye, that’s right. I was chuffed to bits, of course. She submitted herself for it. She’s 
always been good with words. 

LEWIS
Yeah. 

RHIANNON
Lewis doesn’t care. 

LEWIS
I do. 

KATHY
The competition wasn’t just for Scottish kids, it included all of Britain, and she still won 
it. There was a big ceremony or something, in London.

LEWIS
Was that your first time in London?

RHIANNON
We didn’t go. 

LEWIS
Oh. 

KATHY
Too expensive to get down there. 

RHIANNON
They offered to pay travel and accommodation. 

KATHY
It was too much of a hassle. Winning was good enough, you didn’t need to go on down 
there. 

LEWIS
How do you think that’s affected-
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RHIANNON
All I need is a guarantee that we’re not going to be refused the benefits a second time. 
Can you help with that?

LEWIS
What are you asking for exactly?

RHIANNON
What I said before. Tell me what I need to say and I’ll make it work. 

LEWIS
I don’t think you should worry, most cases do go through-

RHIANNON
I need a guarantee. 

KATHY
She wants a full-proof guarantee the appeal goes through and she won’t have to stick 
around me any longer.

RHIANNON
I’m trying to help-

(To Lewis)
Can you help us or not?

KATHY
Don’t get yoursel’ all worked up. 

RHIANNON
I’m not getting worked up.

LEWIS
If Kathy requires a carer-

RHIANNON
For the last time, she does not need a bloody carer.  

beat. 

LEWIS
I meant to write on the form. To help foolproof it. If that’s what you were anxious about. 
Write that she needs part-time care. 

(Gently, to Rhiannon)
I mean,  an Assistant Manager at Citizen’s Advice might not endorse exaggerating the 
truth like that, but a - an old school friend might. 
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Beat.

KATHY
You’ll have to forgive her for taking it the wrong way, Lou. She’d rather chew on a 
wasp’s nest than ask somebody for real help.

RHIANNON
Don’t start this now.  

KATHY
And you said I was the rude one. You should apologize. 

LEWIS
It’s fine. 

Kathy ignores Lewis. 

KATHY
Go on. You said you have to present the best side of yourself at all times. That’s how you 
charm people in all these interviews you’re doing, aye? Wear your best shoes, dab on a 
wee bit of pricy perfume you’ve clearly shelled out for-

RHIANNON
Shut up, Mum. Just shut up.

KATHY
See the way she speaks to me? Come to think of it, Lewis, where does she sound like 
she’s from? Cause the answer’s no Coalton. 

RHIANNON
I should have come here by myself. 

KATHY
This is about me and you still don’t want anything to do with me. 

RHIANNON
I am doing this for you. 

KATHY
Or to get the fastest ticket out here. 

RHIANNON
I’ve never been able to focus on myself. I’ve always had to focus on you. 

Rhiannon stands up. 
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KATHY
Where do you think you’re going?

RHIANNON
We are leaving. 

Lewis stands up quickly. 

LEWIS
We still have plenty of time to go over this-

Kathy stars to wheel around Rhiannon. 

KATHY
My GP is Dr. Thomson. 

Rhiannon tries to take the wheelchair handles, 
but misses. 

RHIANNON
Mum, let me- 

Kathy wheels ahead of her. 

KATHY
I don’t need a carer, Rhiannon. 

Kathy exits. 

Rhiannon stands still with her back to Lewis. 
She might be about to cry. 

She inhales. Smoothes her clothes. Composes 
herself. 

RHIANNON
She’s got no respect for other people. 

Silence. 

Lewis gets the courage to talk to her - maybe he 
wants to ask her for a drink. 

LEWIS
So-
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RHIANNON
Do you still volunteer on the old heritage tracks?

LEWIS
Oh. That. Aye. The steam trains might not go anywhere, but we preserve them. Rain or 
shine. Mostly rain.

RHIANNON
I always wondered - why not do the real thing?

LEWIS
Eh?

RHIANNON
Why aren’t you a real train driver?

LEWIS
I’m not cut out for it. 

RHIANNON
But if you want to, you can work on it-

LEWIS
You need to pass a psyche evaluation. 

Beat.

RHIANNON
Sorry. 

LEWIS
Maybe one day, right?

RHIANNON
Yeah. I mean, the heritage tracks. That’s still good. 

Lewis decides against asking her for a drink.

LEWIS
About the PIP thing, I really think you and your Mum are going to be just fine-

RHIANNON
How is it living with your parents again?
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LEWIS
You know the Gardens, it’s quiet. 

RHIANNON
Nice part of town. 

LEWIS
It’s okay. 

RHIANNON
It’s the only nice part of town. 

LEWIS
I think it’s great that you made it out. 

RHIANNON
Thanks for the advice, Lewis. 

Rhiannon turns to leave. 

LEWIS
For what it’s worth, in case I don’t see you again-

(He searches for the right thing to say)
Have a good life, Rhiannon. 

SCENE 6.

Rhiannon and Sugar paint the walls of the living 
room over with white. 

SUGAR
Who voluntarily gives a footrub? He was holding my toes as if they were hands. 

RHIANNON
That’s mingin’

SUGAR
I’m telling you, if he put one of my toes into his mouth then it would have been a natural 
transition. 

RHIANNON
Did you do anything to stop it?
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SUGAR
No. Of course I didn’t. Why is the only person who gives me the love and attention I 
crave ten years older than me and my boss? This has clearly all boiled up in a plethora of 
Daddy issues. It also doesn’t help that I recently came to the realization that I want to be 
murdered by my spouse. Part of me is like “Oh child what are you doing?”, but in real 
life I’m starring in a teen novella of my own making. And in all honestly, the feet thing 
turns me on because I know it’s so creepy. Which begs the question: will I ever have a 
healthy functioning relationship with a man ever again?

RHIANNON
Have you ever?

SUGAR
Does my music teacher count? I saw him twice a week. 

RHIANNON
Why would that count?

SUGAR
Then am I destined to be gay? I've had a girl in my mouth. I've been that soldier. But I 
like a boab. He once made a comment about having a small willy and I thought he was 
being self deprecating but I can't stop thinking about it. I don’t want to fuck up my career 
but I also want his entire fist inside of me. I want him to wear me like a sock puppet. 

RHIANNON
That’s oddly visceral. 

SUGAR
I am high strung, I get bothered by everything. But he sat with me on box office one day 
and he was sick and I saw him throw up a little bit of spittle on his tie and I Saw it and I 
wasn’t disgusted. It’s the same for him. He’s listened to me bitch and whine and bitch 
and whine. And he didn’t look intimidated or disgusted, he just looked...

Sugar can’t find the right words. 

RHIANNON
How?

SUGAR
He looked like “Wow”. And that’s how he made me feel. I’ve always had issues with 
being unwanted and he makes me feel coveted. Like a prize. Like my passion for 
fucking...film programming doesn’t intimidate him, it makes him intrigued. 
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RHIANNON
But his girlfriend-

SUGAR
His girlfriend. I know. Look, I know Graeme’s not a prize and I'm not saying everyone 
needs to say nice things about him, but all I can think of is how much he's done for me 
since Gran died. 

RHIANNON
I’m sorry I wasn’t here when Grace passed. I wish I could’ve seen her before. 

SUGAR
I know. She knew that too. 

RHIANNON
I would’ve come to the funeral. 

SUGAR
You were right in the middle of your dissertation. I didn’t want to make you come all the 
way down here. I wasn’t really thinking straight at that time either. 

RHIANNON
I’m not gonna say I love him, but I’m glad Graeme was here for you. 

SUGAR
He's never steered me wrong.

RHIANNON
You also have a boyfriend. 

SUGAR
Ben is not my boyfriend. We’re seeing each other. 

RHIANNON
You’ve done more than see each other. 

SUGAR
Okay occasionally we shag each other, when he isn't shit-faced, but we always meet 
when he's shit-faced. I'm sick of going out with guys who aren't the worst but they're just 
a bit shit you know just a bit shit. 

Sugar slaps paint on the wall a little 
haphazardly.
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RHIANNON
I know but I'm just saying that 3 months ago you were telling me on the phone that you 
really liked Ben and you were gonna go to London because he plays blues and London is 
the place to go for blues and he was in that conservatory so he plays piano, and we all 
could’ve hung out in London-

SUGAR
That was coming from a place of lots of sexual frustration because we hadn't had sex and 
I was building it up in my head but Ben is lazy. He's got this real chip on his shoulder and 
I do get it - but he said he doesn’t believe in privilege. And I actually think he is 
privileged and just doesn't want to acknowledge it. Cause his family aren't rich but he's 
not poor and I don't know why you would give up and like go drinking every night 
instead of trying to do something with your life. 
And I'm not saying Grahame isn't a bit shit and I'm not saying Grahame will make me 
come every time or even every other time, he is old and older guys don't last that long I 
think - I don't know - and I don't even think Grahame and I are gonna be a relationship 
that lasts but but I want him and I know he wants me and doesn't that count for 
something? 

Can't I do better than shit?

RHIANNON
You can do so much better. 

SUGAR
Thanks. 

They paint in peace for a few beats. 

SUGAR
How was Lewis? 

RHIANNON
Do we have to talk about that? 

SUGAR 
Yes.

RHIANNON
It was mortifying. 

SUGAR
Did he ask for his V-Card back?

Rhiannon flicks her paintbrush at her. 
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RHIANNON
I can’t believe he still lives here. 

SUGAR
As long as he’s happy. 

RHIANNON
Out of everyone, I always thought he’d make it out. 

SUGAR
He’s only 22, he’s got time. 

RHIANNON
He had everything handed to him though - his family could afford to send him anyhere. 
Instead, he’s gone from being a Law student at St. Andrews to working at Coalton’s 
Citizens Advice. 

SUGAR
He got hot though. 

RHIANNON
He was always-

SUGAR
You should ask him out. 

Beat. 

RHIANNON
I don’t need a reason to get attached to this place.

SUGAR
You’d probably break his heart again anyway. 

RHIANNON
Why do you keep saying that?

SUGAR
I’m kidding

RHIANNON
Is that what people actually think?

SUGAR
Yes, it’s been the talk of the whole town ever since you left. 

56.



Rhiannon stares. 

SUGAR
Rhiannon, I’m kidding. 

RHIANNON
We were only dating for - I mean, we weren’t even really dating, we were friends that - 
did stuff, sometimes. I made it clear to him I was leaving. 

SUGAR
I know. 

RHIANNON
We were eighteen and both going to college, long-distance would never have worked - 
I’m sure he met someone. 

SUGAR
I don’t know. 

RHIANNON
He didn’t?

SUGAR
I don’t think he’s with anyone now. 

RHIANNON
Well if he did have any regrets about how I ended it with him, he’ll be thanking his lucky 
stars after meeting my Mum. 

Beat. 

SUGAR
My Dad’s going to move in with Fiona. 

RHIANNON
I didn’t know they were serious. 

Sugar doesn’t respond. 

RHIANNON
That’s good, isn’t it?

SUGAR
It means he’s selling our house. 

Rhiannon stops painting. 
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RHIANNON
What?

SUGAR
I know. Fiona lives in Methil, so he’ll be an extra 30 minutes away.

RHIANNON
He can’t do that. 

SUGAR
Is it weird that it comes as kind of a relief?

RHIANNON
But you’ve always lived there. Right round the corner. 

SUGAR
I haven’t felt right living there since Gran died. I think Dad feels the same way. It was 
always her house, you know? I don’t even like staying over there now. There’s too many 
memories. 

RHIANNON
You should move to London with me. 

Sugar laughs. Then realizes Rhiannon is serious.

SUGAR
What?

RHIANNON
I mean it. We always said we’d do it together. Maybe this is a sign.

SUGAR
I can’t just up and leave. 

RHIANNON
Yes you can. 

SUGAR
It’d make sense for you to move to Glasgow. 

RHIANNON
Why?
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SUGAR
It’s closer to your Mum. There’s lots of media opportunities, it’s up and coming. 

RHIANNON
Not really. 

SUGAR
Glasgow is just as good as London. 

Rhiannon snorts. 

SUGAR
I think it is. It’s got everything a big city needs but it’s still home. You could build 
yourself up in Glasgow. 

RHIANNON
It’s harder to make it in London but it’ll be worth it in the long run. I don’t want to get 
settled in Glasgow and then never leave. 

SUGAR
It kind of sounds like you think you’re so much better off than me right now. 

RHIANNON
I’m not saying that. I’m saying you can do better. Look, if this is about Graeme-

SUGAR
It’s not about bloody Graeme! It’s about me being in a job that I actually like. No, love. It 
might not be revolutionary but it’s doing something cool in the community. I think I’m 
doing well for myself. 

RHIANNON
You are. 

SUGAR
But?

RHIANNON
But what?

SUGAR
I heard a but in there. 

Rhiannon knows she shouldn’t push it. But she 
does. 
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RHIANNON
We both used to dream of a lot more. 

SUGAR
Look, Rhiannon, I’m happy with where I’m at right now. I don’t really want to go to 
London anymore. 

RHIANNON
I don’t believe you. 

SUGAR
I mean, from the looks of it, there aren’t that many opportunities. 

RHIANNON
What does that mean?

SUGAR
Nothing, it’s just - you’re struggling to find something steady out of school. You’re okay 
with that. I need the stability. 

RHIANNON
I had an interview, it’s basically lined up for me. 

SUGAR
What if you don’t get it?

Silence.

SUGAR
I should go. I need to swing by Dad’s to help him pack some stuff. 

Sugar takes out her car keys. It’s clear she wants 
to leave but Rhiannon isn’t finished with the 
conversation. 

RHIANNON
Why didn’t you tell me he was moving so soon?

SUGAR
You’ve had all this stuff with your Mum to deal with.  

RHIANNON
When did we stop telling each other stuff?

SUGAR
We’re both busy. 
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RHIANNON
I’ll come visit you more in Glasgow.

SUGAR
Don’t be daft. It’s a long bus journey for you. 

RHIANNON
It’s just two hours. It’ll save you having to come back to meet me in this pit all the time. 

SUGAR
Okay. That’ll be class. 

They stand, smiling. It doesn’t feel like it used 
to. 

SUGAR
I’ll see you when I’m back from the documentary festival, yeah?

Sugar exits. Rhiannon stands alone with the 
paint buckets.

SCENE 7. 

Kathy and Rhiannon sit in the living room, 
surrounded by bin bags and cardboard boxes. 
There is piles upon piles of clothes and other 
forgotten household items: magazines, CDs, 
video tapes, etc.

Rhiannon is folding clothes and placing them in 
a box. 

RHIANNON
How have you let all of this shite pile up?

KATHY
Where was I meant to put it all like?

RHIANNON
In the bin. 

KATHY
Oh aye. The bin men only come twice a month. Just one of these bags would fill the 
whole bloody bin. 
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RHIANNON
Where’s the logic in piling shite on top of shite? This is probably the first time I’ve seen 
your bedroom carpet in years. 

KATHY
You said last time you were up that we’d take it all down to that recycling centre. The 
one where you get some money back for your clothes.  

RHIANNON
And I did pack the stuff away in the bin bags but-

KATHY
But you had to leave. Leave me with the job half-way done. 

RHIANNON
Just because I left doesn’t mean you had to wait until I came back again to finish it. 
That’s not an excuse. 

KATHY
How was I meant to haul all these binbags of clothes down to the town centre on my 
own?

Rhiannon angrily tries and fails to fold an old 
shirt. Again. 

Kathy calmly takes the shirt away from 
Rhiannon and folds it herself, putting it away. 
They fall into silence. 

KATHY
If I was still allowed to drive this wouldn’t have been a problem. 

RHIANNON
Well you can’t. 

KATHY
You should have learnt. 

RHIANNON
I wanted to be in a city where I didn’t need to drive. 

KATHY
You asked for the lessons. 
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RHIANNON
They were too expensive. It was a waste of money. 

KATHY
You gave up halfway through. That’s why the money was wasted. 

RHIANNON
I didn’t like my instructor. 

KATHY
You said you stopped because you couldn’t get parallel parking right. 

RHIANNON
It’s not that I couldn’t do it, I just didn’t like the way he was teaching it-

KATHY
Nobody likes parallel parking. But everybody else gets on with it. You’ve always 
avoided things you don’t like instead of sticking them out. 

RHIANNON
That’s not true.

KATHY
If you toughed the driving out, you could’ve been driving me about places all these years. 

RHIANNON
You get free bus fair. 

KATHY
It’s no the same, the bus routes decide where you get to go, not you. I won’t even get that 
if I lose the benefits. Then I’ll be stuck in the house all day. Would you start lessons 
again?

RHIANNON
Nobody drives London. 

Kathy laughs. 

RHIANNON
It’s true. Everybody takes the tube. 

KATHY
You can’t rely on public transport your whole life. 
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RHIANNON
If the day comes when it’s absolutely necessary for me to drive a car, then I’ll learn. 

KATHY
But until then you expect other people to be driving you about?

RHIANNON
I’m helping you now. Don’t make this so difficult. 

KATHY
See what I mean about you avoiding things you dinnae like?

RHIANNON
I’m avoiding picking a fight with you. 

KATHY
Fine. 

They continue folding and packing clothes from 
a pile. Kathy picks out a pair of distressed 
leather trousers, holes held together with safety 
pins. 

She starts to laugh. Rhiannon looks up. 

RHIANNON
What the fuck are those?

KATHY
       (Affronted)

My punk trousers. 

RHIANNON
Got enough safety pins there, aye?

KATHY
That was the fashion. 

Kathy holds them up to Rhiannon. 

KATHY
They’ll fit you now. 
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RHIANNON
Oh aye. 

KATHY
What, you dinnae like them? 

RHIANNON
I don’t think they scream “me”. 

KATHY
It’ll be vintage now. Thought you kids were all about it. These are authentic punk 
trousers, all the way from the 80’s. 

RHIANNON
It’s hard to imagine you out in them now. 

KATHY
Aye cause I’m fat now. 

RHIANNON
You’re not. You’re just old. 

KATHY
I used to be so fit. 

RHIANNON
Physically or like “aw she’s fit”?

KATHY
Both. Do you no mind they auld photos of me, Katrina, Babs and Wee Jeannie from 
when we all used to go down to the CISWO club?

RHIANNON
When you did your make-up like Siouxie Sioux?

KATHY
She stole that make-up from me. They all used to call us the Dancing Girls down the 
club. 

RHIANNON
Who did?

KATHY
Yer Dad. Big Jim. All their mates. Your Dad was always calling on my door back then. 
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RHIANNON
So you could dance?

KATHY
Aye. We were always the first ones up to dance and the last ones to hoof it off the stage 
at the end of the night. I was the one shouting at the DJ - course, the DJ was just Babs’ 
big brother Dixon, mind of him? - I was the one going “one more tune! One more tune!”

RHIANNON
You’re a belter. 

KATHY
Those days were fun. Katrina, Babs and that still go out dancing sometimes. See them on 
that Facebook. They don’t bother inviting me. They know I couldn’t keep up with them. 

RHIANNON
They’re shite pals. They should be round here with you, not going out on the lash every 
weekend. 

KATHY
Can’t ask them to sit in the house with an old misery guts like me when they’re still able 
to get out and about. I’d probably be doing the same thing. 

RHIANNON
Do you think so?

KATHY
Aye. Maybe. 

RHIANNON
I think about that sometimes. What you’d be doing if you hadn’t gotten ill. 

KATHY
No point in wondering about things we cannae change, love. 

RHIANNON
Yeah. 

They keep folding, the piles getting smaller. 

KATHY
You were so wee when I got sick. 
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RHIANNON
I didn’t really understand what was happening. I think I blocked a lot of stuff out from 
that time. Because I was ten, I remember being the most upset about giving the pets 
away. All the winny wigs-

KATHY
Winny wigs, we had about six of them. Wee darlings-

RHIANNON
And Tommy. 

KATHY
Tommy. I loved that rabbit. He was a good age. 

RHIANNON
Remember when me and Sugar came home with those mice?

KATHY
Those bloody mice. Didn’t some school pal tell you about how they they needed 
rehoming or they were gonna release them in the woods? Never should’ve said you could 
keep them. I was a soft touch. 

RHIANNON
You were. 

KATHY
Bloody obvious that big brown one was pregnant. 

RHIANNON
I was so excited when we saw the babies. 

KATHY
I was foamin’ at the mouth. But you kids were all buzzin’ about it, so I had to pretend to 
be happy. 

RHIANNON
I didn’t even realize they were babies cause they were like these ugly little pink blobs. I 
cried when one of them wasn’t moving one day.

KATHY
You used to cry at the drop of a hat when it came to those damn animals. 

RHIANNON
Grandad killed all the mice. 
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KATHY
Well he had to. I got sick right after that. 

RHIANNON
I remember. After they took you away in the ambulance. The mice were so small they 
could fit through the bars in the cage, so we put them out in the shed so they wouldn’t run 
around the house. Then Granny bought more cages, but they all kept breeding with each 
other, so there was like dozens of these tiny little mice all over the shed. And I used to 
name them all but I lost track cause there was too many and I couldn’t tell them apart 
anymore. I used to go in the shed with Gran to feed them but one day she told me we had 
to stop. And I cried because I knew they’d all starve if we neglected them. So when her 
and Grandad were packing in here, I grabbed this whole bag of pet food and ran out to 
the shed with the key, because we always left the key by the back door window. And I 
opened the shed and-

KATHY
Aw hen, don’t work yourself up now-

RHIANNON
There were all these mouse traps. All of  them snapped shut. 

KATHY
They wouldn’t have meant for you to see that. 

Kathy puts the punk trousers away, not in the 
bin bag, but to the side. 

RHIANNON
Mum?

KATHY
Aye?

RHIANNON
Did Gran and Grandad really rehome the rabbits and the guinea pigs and the fish-

KATHY
Course they did. 

RHIANNON
Who to?

KATHY
I didn’t ask. I was ill. 
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RHIANNON
It’s just you know they didn’t use the computer and they said the friends that got the pets 
didn’t live nearby, and that’s weird because they couldn’t drive either, and I always 
wanted to go visit to see Tommy again but they said it would just make me upset. 

KATHY
Those pets were well-loved. Lets both believe they went to nice homes. 

They sit in silence. 

KATHY
Do you think you can get Sugar to take the bags to the skip?

RHIANNON
I don’t know when she’ll be back. 

KATHY
You two didn’t get in a fight, did you?

RHIANNON 
We don’t fight. 

KATHY
I never thought she’d be the one with the car. 

RHIANNON
I mean she’s not great. She passed on her 9th try. 

(Joking)
There should probably be a rule where they tell people they’re just not meant to drive for 
everybody else’s safety.  

KATHY
At least she finished what she started. 

RHIANNON
What’s that supposed to mean?

KATHY
Sugar’s doing well for herself, you know?

RHIANNON
I know she is. 

KATHY
I always thought you’d be the one driving. 

69.



RHIANNON
Mum, don’t start that again. 

KATHY
I never felt more free than when I could just jump in the car and go for a drive. I think 
you’d like that feeling too. 

SCENE 8.

Kathy sits with her glasses on, working on her 
PIP appeal.

RHIANNON
I’m supposed to hear back about my job interview tomorrow. 

KATHY
Aye. 

RHIANNON
I’m going to bed early. 

KATHY
Aye. 

RHIANNON
I don’t want to be woken up. 

KATHY
Aye. 

RHIANNON
Are you listening?

KATHY
I heard you. 

RHIANNON
What are you doing?

KATHY
My application. 
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RHIANNON
I said I would help with that. 

KATHY
I can do it.

RHIANNON
Let me see. 

KATHY
No. 

RHIANNON
Why?

KATHY
Because I’m trying to make sense of it. You’ll get me all confused. 

RHIANNON
I don’t do that-

KATHY
I need peace to concentrate, not you bending my ear. 

RHIANNON
Mum. 

KATHY
Thought you were going to your room?

RHIANNON
I am. 

KATHY
Go on then. 

Rhiannon turns to leave, then stops. 

RHIANNON
What you acting up for?

KATHY
I’m fine. 

RHIANNON
I said I might hear back about the job. 
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KATHY
I heard you. 

RHIANNON
You don’t need to shout.  

KATHY
I’m no shouting.

RHIANNON
Thanks for the pep talk. 

KATHY
Fuck off upstairs. I’ve had enough of you. 

RHIANNON
If you need help, don’t ask me.

Rhiannon storms upstairs. 

SCENE 9. 

Darkness in the living room. A thump.

RHIANNON (O.S.)
Mum?

Another thump. Sound of feet on stairs. Light 
up. 

Rhiannon is in the doorway in her pyjamas. 
Kathy is crawling around on the ground and 
acting like a drunk. She is having a diabetic 
hypo. 

RHIANNON
For fuck sake. 

Rhiannon stands and watches Kathy for a long 
beat.

KATHY
(muttering)

Keys keys who took the bloody keys? I need the keys to go to the dancin-
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Rhiannon, with great effort, moves to haul 
Kathy up. Kathy fights back. 

KATHY
Get off o’ me. 

RHIANNON
You’re all sweaty. 

KATHY
Go ‘way. Go ‘way.

RHIANNON
HOLD STILL. 

Rhiannon manages to get Kathy into her 
armchair and goes to the kitchen to boil the 
kettle. Kathy mutters under her breath. 

KATHY
Keys keys why can’t I find the keys? Whose been taking the keys?

RHIANNON
I’m making tea. 

KATHY
I’m going out.

RHIANNON
Oh really, where you going like?

KATHY
(With great confidence)

Going to find the keys to go. 

RHIANNON
You’re no going anywhere. 

KATHY
You’re no controllin’ me. Everybody’s at the dancin’

RHIANNON
Sit down and drink tea. 

Rhiannon takes a mug and liberally pours a 
huge amount of sugar into it, routine. 
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Kathy stands. 

RHIANNON
Sit down. 

KATHY
Fuck you. 

RHIANNON
Oh be quiet. 

KATHY
Frank?

RHIANNON
He’s not here. 

KATHY
Franky’s at the dancin’ with the keys playing the keys to dance...

Rhiannon goes to the living room to put Kathy 
back in the chair. Kathy reacts badly:

KATHY
GET OFF OF ME. GET OFF OF ME. GET OFF OF ME-

Rhiannon shakes Kathy. 

RHIANNON
I SAID SIT DOWN. 

Rhiannon throws Kathy into her armchair. 

RHIANNON
Just stay. Please just stay. 

Click of the kettle finishing boiling. Kathy starts 
to scream. 

KATHY
FRANK. 

RHIANNON
Mummy, don’t. 
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Kathy moans and holds her head whilst 
Rhiannon leaves and returns with the mug of 
tea, raising it to Kathy’s lips. Rhiannon is 
almost in tears. 

RHIANNON
Just drink it. 

KATHY
I’m drinking it. 

RHIANNON
You’re not. 

KATHY
I AM. 

Kathy pretends to drink the tea and then turns, 
dribbling on herself. 

KATHY
I’m fine
                                                    (muttering to herself)
It’s poison the nasty nurse bitch is poison...

RHIANNON
Drink it. 

Rhiannon raises the tea to Kathy’s lips urgently, 
spilling it on her. 

KATHY
TOO HOT. 

Kathy screams again and falls off of the chair. 
Rhiannon puts the tea on the table and tries to 
hold her up. 

RHIANNON
Mummy, help me-

KATHY
GO AWAY. 
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RHIANNON
Mummy I need you to help-

KATHY
FUCK OFF. 

Kathy looks afraid, like a little girl. Rhiannon 
tries to rock her. 

KATHY
Frank? Where’s Frank? I want Frank-

RHIANNON
He left us. 

KATHY
That’s no right. 

RHIANNON
I’m here, okay? I’m here. 

KATHY
Who?

RHIANNON
It’s me, it’s Rio. 

KATHY
Rio?

RHIANNON
Drink the tea. Please. 

Rhiannon holds the cup to Kathy’s mouth. 
Kathy drinks the entire cup of tea. 

Rhiannon moves and sits in the chair. Watching. 
She turns on the television. 

In real time, we observe Kathy recover: as her 
blood sugar levels go back to normal, she 
‘comes back to herself’. 

The length of this process should be true to life .
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KATHY
What’s this pish?

RHIANNON
Nothing else on. 

Rhiannon stands to get Kathy’s blood sugar 
meter. She hands it to Kathy and sits back down 
to watch the television. Kathy pricks her finger 
to test the meter.

RHIANNON
How low was it?

KATHY
Low.

RHIANNON
How low?

KATHY
1.8

RHIANNON
1.8? How much insulin did you take?

KATHY
I check my blood sugar before bed. I didn’t go to bed. 

RHIANNON
What would have happened if I wasn’t here?

KATHY
Don’t go getting yoursel’ all worked up. 

RHIANNON
You would’ve had to go to hospital. Only nobody would know to call an ambulance-

KATHY
Neighbours would’ve heard. 

RHIANNON
Aye and probably thought you were blind drunk again, so you would be left in this house-
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KATHY
Ida knows about my episodes-

RHIANNON
Ida’s 86 years old, she’s bloody half-deaf! 

KATHY
I would’ve found something to eat- 

RHIANNON
You were disoriented, and probably would’ve passed out, and do you know what would 
have happened if I wasn’t here and nobody found you?

KATHY
I know what could happen. 

Rhiannon stews in angry silence.

RHIANNON
Do you even remember anything about it?

KATHY
Just the dark. 

RHIANNON
You were calling for Dad. 

KATHY
That was stupid. 

RHIANNON
You know this was my biggest fear growing up?

KATHY
I’m better now. 

RHIANNON
I would go to bed on a school night and hope I wasn’t going to be woken up by footsteps 
on the stairs or a thump, because that would mean you weren’t my Mum anymore, you 
were this other mother that was going to shout and scream and swear at me-

KATHY
That’s in the past.
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RHIANNON
I would fall asleep in school because I was up half the night trying to sort your blood 
sugar, and if they call me back about this job tomorrow then I’m probably going to sound 
sleep-deprived and crazy-

KATHY
What job?

RHIANNON
I told you about it before you shouted at me to fuck off upstairs to my room. 

KATHY
I don’t mind o’ that. 

RHIANNON
Really?

KATHY
Aye. 

RHIANNON
So you were acting like an old boot earlier cause your levels were already slipping?

KATHY
Surprised you didn’t notice. 

RHIANNON
You’re always an old boot, I couldn’t tell the difference. 

KATHY
You’re the wee boot, likes. 

Kathy lights up a cigarette. 

RHIANNON
Did you do it on purpose?

KATHY
Whit?

RHIANNON
Did you take too much insulin on purpose?
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KATHY
Is that really what you think of me?

RHIANNON
It wouldn’t surprise me. 

KATHY
Why would I do that?

RHIANNON
Because I said you don’t need a carer and you wanted to prove me wrong, you wanted to 
get back at me for going away-

KATHY
You wanted that form done, so I stayed up later than usual and forgot my late night snack 
because of it.

RHIANNON
So it’s my fault now?

KATHY
You’ve been getting me all stressed since you came back. 

RHIANNON
By asking you to take some responsibility and take care of yourself? 

KATHY
For acting like I’m a huge burden. 

RHIANNON
Right now, you are a burden to me. 

KATHY
I think you came back here because you had nowhere else to go. 

RHIANNON
That’s not true. 

KATHY
Did you meet anybody in London?

RHIANNON
I told you, I have plenty of friends.

KATHY
Nobody that could’ve lined up a nice wee job for you though?
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RHIANNON
I can do that for myself. 

KATHY
Where are they now?

RHIANNON
What?

KATHY
All these friends? Where are they right now?

RHIANNON
They’re at home. 

KATHY
Where’s that to them - all in the South, I bet? 

(mean posh accent)
Oxford? Ascot? Buckinghamshire?-

RHIANNON
They’re really nice people. 

KATHY
You should invite them over for tea. 

RHIANNON
I’d rather die. 

KATHY
Did you tell them about me? About your poor wee disabled Mother back in your dirty 
house in your dirty home town?

RHIANNON
No. I didn’t. 

KATHY
How come?

RHIANNON
Because I didn’t want to make a fool of myself. 

Silence. 

KATHY
Prideful. You’ve always been prideful. 
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RHIANNON
There’s nothing wrong in taking pride in yourself. I wish you would too. 

KATHY
That laddie from the Citizen’s Advice likes you. 

RHIANNON
I don’t need another thing keeping me tied to this place. 

KATHY
You’re more interested in cutting ties.

RHIANNON
I’ve never been able to focus on myself because I always had to put you first. 

KATHY
You were putting me first when you ran away to school in London without even asking 
me?

RHIANNON
You didn’t let me go before. 

KATHY
It was just a bloody award show, Rhiannon. You got the award. 

RHIANNON
It wasn’t just an award to me. People would have seen me. 

KATHY
You’re seen here. 

RHIANNON
It’s not the same. I didn’t ask you if I could go, because I knew you would say no. 

KATHY
I would’ve told you were going to get yourself hurt. 

RHIANNON
I’m not hurt, because I did it, I succeeded.

KATHY
And changed everything about yourself along the way. 
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RHIANNON
How have I changed?

KATHY
Do I love you? Yes. Of course I do. Do I like you right now? No. 

RHIANNON
I saw what’s inside those gates. I was there. 

KATHY
It’s not your life, love. 

RHIANNON
It’s the life I want. I’m sorry if you don’t like my perfume. Or my accent. Or me. This is 
what I want to be. 

KATHY
Don’t be getting yourself all worked up-

RHIANNON
Don’t tell me not to get worked up - Let me cry. I miss the Mum I used to have. She was 
so soft and and smart and she always knew what to do. She died twelve years ago okay. 
You’re just the husk I have to look after. 

KATHY
You’re relieved of your duties. 

RHIANNON
What?

KATHY
I don’t need a carer. I can finish painting the last of the wall by myself. You don’t need to 
come with me when I appeal. 

Silence. 

KATHY
Go on then. 

RHIANNON
What?

KATHY
You have permission. 
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RHIANNON
I don’t need your permission. 

KATHY
If you want to go, just go. I’m not keeping you here. Your pals’ll be waiting for you. 

Silence. 

Kathy, straining, gets out of her chair and into 
her wheelchair. She exits. 

Rhiannon sits alone. 

SHIFT:

Sugar’s apartment. Sugar enters. 

Sugar and Rhiannon in the living room of 
Sugar’s flat in Glasgow. 

RHIANNON
And I wanted to go to your house and then I remembered it’s not only that you’re not 
there, it’s a totally different family in that house round the corner, and I don’t even know 
who they are? And your Dad is in Methil - which has always been twenty minutes away 
but then I was like, I know nothing about Methil, I think I’ve only driven through it - isn’t 
that weird? He’s close by and just not? And your Gran is gone - sorry, I really wish you 
let me know about the funeral, I would have went - and you’re here. It’s great how late 
the busses run to Glasgow - people actually want to come here I guess, ha - I really like 
this flat, by the way, there’s so much space- 

SUGAR
Why didn’t you call?

RHIANNON
What?

SUGAR
You woke me up. 

RHIANNON
I had to get away from Mum , she was doing my head in. 

SUGAR
You had time to pack your suitcase. 
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RHIANNON
I never really unpacked. 

SUGAR
Oh. 

RHIANNON
I have a job interview in the morning. 

SUGAR
You need to sleep.

RHIANNON
I’m feeling good. I’m ‘on’. Mum has made it totally clear to me tonight that I need to 
escape from the shithole that is Coalton. I’ve done my time. 

SUGAR
It’s the Film Fest is tomorrow. 

RHIANNON
I know. 

SUGAR
My train to London is in a few hours.

RHIANNON
Which is great, because I always wanted to be the one that showed you around London, 
we’re just doing it a little later than planned- 

SUGAR
Graeme’s upstairs. 

RHIANNON
Oh. 

SUGAR
Yeah. 

RHIANNON
I didn’t think. 

SUGAR
It’s okay. 

RHIANNON
He sleeps over?

85.



SUGAR
We’re going to be sharing a hotel for the weekend, so we thought - 

RHIANNON 
He should sleep over. 

Beat. 

SUGAR
Are you okay?

RHIANNON
Is that my copy of The Phantom of the Opera?

SUGAR
Do you want it back?

RHIANNON
You’ve had it since High School. 

SUGAR
Shit. 

RHIANNON
I used to clean your room whilst we watched it. 

SUGAR
You liked to clean. 

RHIANNON
Your flat’s tidy.

SUGAR
My bird’s over. 

RHIANNON
Why did we love phantom so much?

SUGAR
We’re also monsters that live on the fringes of society. 

RHIANNON
I’m tired, Sugar.
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SUGAR
I could leave a spare key and you could sleep here tonight?

RHIANNON
There’ll be seats left on the train. 

SUGAR
You want to go to London now?

RHIANNON
We might not get to sit together- 

SUGAR
Graeme booked us seats in first class.

RHIANNON
Oh. 
Fancy.

SUGAR
I’ve never been in first class. 

RHIANNON
I hear all the seats have working plug sockets. 

SUGAR
Fancy. 

RHIANNON
Aye.  

Silence. 

SUGAR
Me and Graeme were planning on just ordering a bunch of drinks from the cart and 
getting on it, like getting pissed before we even got there. 

RHIANNON
We can go to Camden. You’ve always wanted to go to Camden. 

SUGAR
I can’t take you to the train station, Rhiannon.

RHIANNON
You always pick me up. 
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SUGAR
I’m going to drive you home, okay?

RHIANNON
No. 

SUGAR
I’m awake now, we can talk about things on the drive back. 

RHIANNON
I’m going back to London. 

SUGAR
You can’t just leave your Mum. 

RHIANNON
What do you mean I can’t?

SUGAR
I didn’t mean you couldn’t leave her permanently-

RHIANNON
It sounded like it. 

SUGAR
Maybe that is what I mean then.

RHIANNON
What the fuck?

SUGAR
You’ve got nowhere to go. 

RHIANNON
I’ve got places to go. 

SUGAR
Let’s talk about this on the drive. 

RHIANNON
Do you think I’m going to embarrass you in front of him?

SUGAR
Come on. 
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RHIANNON
Do you think big thirty-six year old is going to think you’re pals with a bairn?

SUGAR
Keep your voice down. 

RHIANNON
Why are you pushing me away?

SUGAR
You can’t just show up at my place unannounced, we’re not sixteen anymore, Rhiannon. 

Silence. 

SUGAR
Do you want a smoke?

RHIANNON
I don’t want any of that shit. It slows you down. Makes you lazy. 

SUGAR
Helps you relax. 

RHIANNON
What do you need help relaxing with? 

SUGAR
Eh?

RHIANNON
If you still have time to get high and meet up with Fish and the rest and and go to middle 
earth all the time, maybe your life isn’t all that hard. 

SUGAR
Don’t do this.

RHIANNON
Do what?

SUGAR
The jealousy thing-

RHIANNON
I’m not jealous.

89.



SUGAR
You chose to leave, you can’t expect for all of us to have just stayed the same for you 
coming back. You asked me to check in on your Mum for you and I did, you just never 
called-

RHIANNON
I told you London is a bubble, I never have time to call-

SUGAR
You knew my Gran was dying and you still didn’t call. 

Silence. 

RHIANNON
It happened really fast. 

SUGAR
I know you get caught up in your own big, exciting life and forget to keep in touch with 
anybody in the outside world, but you can’t get mad at me or anybody else for getting 
tired of trying. From the looks of it, you shouldn’t be so quick to turn your back on us. 

RHIANNON
What’s that supposed to mean?

SUGAR
You won’t tell me anything about London other than you graduated, I don’t know where 
you live, christ, you never talk about having any friends-

RHIANNON
I have friends-

SUGAR
Who are you keeping up appearances for?

RHIANNON
I’m not keeping up appearances. I didn’t want you to think I was bragging-

SUGAR
You want to work in an industry that’s about knowing people and you don’t seem to 
know anyone-

RHIANNON
At least I didn’t get some fast pass to a film festival because I’m shagging my boss. 
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SUGAR
Thanks.

RHIANNON
I’m sorry.

SUGAR
Are you?

RHIANNON
I’m tired. 

SUGAR
You might not like that I’ve done things differently to how you did them, but I’ve been 
invited to the film festival because I made myself invaluable to that shitty little 
community cinema. And maybe I will network at the festival, and maybe I’ll meet 
somebody who can give me a better job one day, and maybe that job will be in London. 
Maybe I want that. Or maybe it would end up being shit and nothing like how I want it to 
be. Right now, I want better than shit in my life, and I’m pretty happy with where I am 
right now. 

RHIANNON
You deserve better. 

SUGAR
Yeah. Preferably without changing my entire voice to get it. 

GRAEME (O.S.)
Sugar?

RHIANNON
I should go. 

SUGAR
I’m going to drive you.  

RHIANNON
The busses are still running. 

SUGAR
Give me a minute to get dressed, okay? 
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Sugar exits. Rhiannon sits on the couch. She can 
hear Graeme and Sugar whispering from 
Sugar’s bedroom. 

GRAEME (O.S.)
The fuck is going on?

SUGAR (O.S.)
I need to drive.

GRAEME (O.S.)
It’s the middle of the night. 

GRAEME (O.S.)
Is she mental?

SUGAR (O.S.)
She’s my best friend. 

GRAEME (O.S.)
I’ll come with you. 

SUGAR (O.S.)
You don’t need to. 

GRAEME (O.S.)
I’m awake now. 

Rhiannon gets up, takes the copy of Phantom of 
the Opera, then puts it back. Rhiannon exits. 

SCENE 10.

LEWIS
Did you walk here?

RHIANNON
I needed some fresh air. 

LEWIS
It’s really late - really early?

RHIANNON
This is the nice part of town. 
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LEWIS
Still. 

Beat. 

LEWIS
Do you want to come in?

RHIANNON
No. 

LEWIS
Oh. 

RHIANNON
I don’t feel like sitting down. 

LEWIS
Is that a suitcase?

RHIANNON
This? Yeah. 

Beat. 

LEWIS
Is everything okay with your Mum?

RHIANNON
Nothing is ever okay with my Mum. 

LEWIS
We can talk about it?

RHIANNON
It’s a little beyond Citizen’s Advice. 

LEWIS
You look tired. Sorry  - but you do. Look tired.

RHIANNON
I don’t really sleep anymore. 

LEWIS
Me either. 
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RHIANNON
Can I ask you something?

LEWIS
I’m off-duty. 

RHIANNON
Are you happy?

LEWIS
What?

RHIANNON
You weren’t happy at uni and you don’t seem happy here, so - so what are you going to 
do about it?

LEWIS
Rhiannon-

RHIANNON
Because I’m trying to remember the last time I felt happy being anywhere or doing 
anything. I don’t even know if I want to go back to London-

LEWIS
I don’t want to have this discussion with you. 

RHIANNON
What?

LEWIS
Not again. 

RHIANNON
I’m not trying to do that.

LEWIS
You already got what you wanted. 

RHIANNON
But I didn’t- 

LEWIS
I made a case, a long time ago, for you not to go to London. It didn’t work. I tried to get 
over it. Maybe I didn’t go to the right school for me. 
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Maybe I regret never asking to go with you. What I do know, is it’s not good for my 
mental health to be around you. I compare myself to you too much. 

RHIANNON
I just want to have a good life.

LEWIS
I think some of us don’t know how to be satisfied. 

Beat. 

RHIANNON
Can I borrow your car?

LEWIS
Eh?

RHIANNON
I’d really like to drive. 

SCENE 11.

Rhiannon is alone on the hill at night. 

Big Jim, not in police uniform, finds Rhiannon. 

BIG JIM
You’ll catch your death.

RHIANNON
Did Mum call you?

BIG JIM
Lewis Dunphy said you tried to take his car. 

RHIANNON
He called the police?

BIG JIM
He called me. Off-duty. 

RHIANNON
What a grass. 
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BIG JIM
And I says to him, that can’t be right. Since when did she get her license? And Lewis 
says, she didn’t! And then I get the call from your Mother. 

RHIANNON
She had a hypo. 

BIG JIM
It’s a good thing you were there. 

Silence. 

Big Jim sits beside Rhiannon. 

BIG JIM
Did you know I almost studied in America once. 

RHIANNON
You did?

BIG JIM
It might be hard to believe now. 

RHIANNON
No. 
Really?

BIG JIM
I had a scholarship to play fitba’. Their fitba, ken. 

RHIANNON
That’s amazing. 

BIG JIM
My Da’ was real proud. 

RHIANNON
A full scholarship?

BIG JIM
Would’ve been a hefty sum otherwise. 

RHIANNON
But you didn’t go?
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BIG JIM
Naw. 

RHIANNON
Why would you stay here?

BIG JIM
I went over. 
But I came back. 

RHIANNON
Fuck off. 

BIG JIM
I did fuck off. 

RHIANNON
You would have to hire an entire SWAT team to pull me off that football pitch. 

BIG JIM
I got injured. 

RHIANNON
Was it life-threatening?

BIG JIM
I sprained my right leg. 

RHIANNON
That’s not life-threatening. 

BIG JIM
The doctor told me I had to rest it for a few weeks, but the coach said they couldn’t fund 
me if I missed the pre-games. 

RHIANNON
You packed it all in?

BIG JIM
I played. 

RHIANNON
Oh. 
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BIG JIM
I knew they were second-guessing their investment in me, so I played harder than I had 
ever played. Ended up rupturing the knee. It took a few years to heal. It’s still a bugger in 
this cold. 

RHIANNON
They took away your whole scholarship?

BIG JIM
I would’ve missed the entire game season. 

RHIANNON
That’s not fair. 

BIG JIM
What use is a football player with a gammy knee?

RHIANNON
They could have postponed your enrollment to the next season.

BIG JIM
They have to keep the field clear for new talent. 

RHIANNON
I’m sorry. 

BIG JIM
The elements were out of my control. 

RHIANNON
Weren’t you angry? 

BIG JIM
I was, but by the time I was home and settled, it felt like America was one big dream. 

Beat.

RHIANNON
How did you ever stop thinking about it?

BIG JIM
I wouldn’t have met Elsie. She bandaged me up when I got home. She was just a trainee 
nurse at the time, of course. Tied my knee up so tight I thought they were gonna need to 
take the calf off. 
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But if I hadn’t smiled through the pain and chatted her up, then maybe I wouldn’t have 
my Jenna. Or her wee Kady. And I still play the rugby with all the boys at work. The 
young’ins give me grief, like, but we beat the Kirkcaldy lot every year. Every year. 

Beat. 

RHIANNON
They’re really turning the old pits into council flats, aren’t they?

BIG JIM
It’ll be an eye sore.

RHIANNON
It’s a waste.

BIG JIM
It attracts the wrong sort, you ken?

Beat. 

BIG JIM
Come on, doll. Let’s get you back to your Mother. 

Rhiannon stands first. She gives Big Jim a hand 
up. 

SCENE 12.

Big Jim, Kathy and Rhiannon sit in the living 
room.

KATHY
How did you know where to find her?

BIG JIM
Those kids were always around the old pits. 

KATHY
The pits?

RHIANNON
Middle Earth. 
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KATHY
I had an episode. She’s no in trouble is she?

BIG JIM
Och no. She’s just fine. 

RHIANNON
Do you want another cup of tea, Jim?

BIG JIM
Well-

KATHY
Jim’s on his shift. 

BIG JIM
Don’t get her in too much trouble, Kathy. We did a lot worse at that age. 

KATHY
Aye, maybe.

BIG JIM
How old are you now, Rio?

RHIANNON
Twenty-three. 

BIG JIM 
Twenty-three. Oaft!

KATHY
You were on the force by twenty-three. 

BIG JIM
Lucky they let me join the force, after all those illegal dance moves, eh?

KATHY
Aye. 

BIG JIM
You should’ve seen your Mother on that dance floor. Nobody could keep up. 

KATHY
Or slow me down. 
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BIG JIM
Got your whole life ahead of you, lass.  You be careful. 

RHIANNON
Thanks. 

Big Jim gets up to leave. 

KATHY
‘Afore you go - take these bags of clothes out for us.

RHIANNON
Mum. 

KATHY
Jim’s a mate. 

BIG JIM
Aye, it’s no bother at all. You want me to take them down to the cash 4 clothes place?

KATHY
The one by the bus station. 

BIG JIM
Those places’ll scam you. 

KATHY
Who won’t?

BIG JIM
Right enough. 

Big Jim collects the bags. 

BIG JIM
It’s a good wee lassie you’ve got there, Kathy.  

KATHY
I know. 

BIG JIM
Looking forward to seein’ your name in those big movie credits, Rio.
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RHIANNON
Bye, Jim. 

Big Jim exits. 

Kathy and Rhiannon sit in silence. 

RHIANNON
Sugar’s on her way to London. 

KATHY
She’ll be back.

RHIANNON
We had a fight. 

KATHY
You’ll make up again. 

RHIANNON
I hope so. 

KATHY
She needs you. 

Beat.

RHIANNON
I’m scared to hear back about this interview, Mum. 

KATHY
You’ll get it. 

RHIANNON
What if I don’t?

KATHY
Something else’ll come up. 

Beat. 

KATHY
I thought you said your old boss from the internship had it lined up for you?

RHIANNON
I lied. 
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KATHY
What about?

RHIANNON
You the internship I had this Summer? The one with the producer I loved?

KATHY
You didn’t say much. 

RHIANNON
 I thought it would just be me but there were two interns. It was me and this other girl. I 
got in because of my application. I really love this woman - the producer. She’s done so 
much great work and she always employs women, like that’s her thing - giving 
opportunities. So I got anxious when I saw there were two of us but I thought - hey, we’re 
both here for a reason and maybe she’ll help us both. 

Then, one day, I heard them talking about how the girl’s parents were with the producer 
on a cruise that fucking Prince Edward. You know where she went to undergrad? 
Fucking St. Andrews. She was English. On the last day of the internship, she had a bag 
for both of us. I took mine. They both had prosecco. And she was telling us how good we 
had been over Summer for her. But she wasn’t saying it to me. She was looking at the girl 
and the girl was smiling back at her and there was something passing between them, 
something secret and not meant for me, and then I knew. And I looked into the girl’s bag 
and I could see it. She had a card. And I didn’t. And I knew they were keeping her on and 
not me. She said goodbye to me but the girl stayed. And all I could think of what I could 
say to make them keep me. She didn’t need it. That girl. Her parents. St. Andrews. She 
didn’t fucking need it. 

KATHY
You can cry, lovey. Just cry.

RHIANNON
It was unpaid, Mum. 

KATHY
What’s that?

RHIANNON
It was an unpaid internship. I spent everything I had getting there and back, I lost my flat, 
I don’t have anything.  

KATHY
It’s okay. 
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RHIANNON
It’s not. 

KATHY
It is. 

RHIANNON
She didn’t even recommend me for the job interview I had. It isn’t anything lined up and 
I probably won’t hear back. It was just another internship that probably won’t lead 
anywhere either. 

KATHY
It’s okay. 

RHIANNON
What if I get sick, and what if you’re not there-

KATHY
I’ll be here. I’ll be here. You’re going to make it. 

RHIANNON
How do you know? 

KATHY
What’s for you, won’t go past you. 

RHIANNON
What if it already has?

Kathy pulls Rhiannon into a hug - then holds 
her at arms length, briskly.

KATHY
I made up your bed. 

SCENE 13. 

Kathy and Rhiannon in the living room with 
closed buckets of paint. 

The room doesn’t have to look different. What 
matters is we can picture what they are seeing. 
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KATHY
It’s bright. 

RHIANNON
It opens the room up. Like there’s more space than there is. 

KATHY
Nice wee trick. 

RHIANNON
You can have friends over. Show it off. 

KATHY
It’ll take some getting used to. 

KATHY
Do you like it?

RHIANNON
I kind of miss the old wallpaper. 

KATHY
It needed changing. Had it like that since you were a wee girl. 

RHIANNON
It feels different. 

KATHY
You did a good job with it like. 

RHIANNON
You knew what you were doing. 

KATHY
I’ll have to get used to it. 

RHIANNON
Maybe we can fix up the kitchen next. 

KATHY
Aye, maybe splurge a bit to celebrate having my benefits back. 

RHIANNON
Sugar said she met some interesting people at the documentary festival. Said she 
recommended me for a few things, so I might hear. I don’t know. 

105.



KATHY
Have you no heard back from that interview?

RHIANNON
Naw.

KATHY
Rude.

RHIANNON
A lot of places are like that, like. 

KATHY
You can stay for as long as you like. 

RHIANNON
Thanks, Mum. I was thinking. I was thinking I might try and get a masters. 

KATHY
Oh. 

RHIANNON
I like school. 

KATHY
You’re good at school. 

RHIANNON
Aye. 

KATHY
Where about?

RHIANNON
I was thinking maybe - Glasgow?

KATHY
Well, like I said, what’s for you, won’t go past you. 

The ringing of a Skype phonecall. This should 
be jarring. 

Lights go down in the living room - maybe 
Kathy sits or is shadowed. Either way, she is 
gone. 

106.



The Interviewer is calling. He or she is very 
posh. Up until this moment, Rhiannon has 
begun to sound more Scottish again. 

Rhiannon looks around for Kathy. 

RHIANNON
(Accent slipping: strong Scottish, 
becoming more and more Received 
Pronounciation as she speaks)

Mum? Mum? Mum? Mum? Mum?

The skype call is answered. 

INTERVIEWER
Rhiannon?

Rhiannon opens her mouth but no sound comes 
out. 

INTERVIEW
We were very impressed with your resume. 

Rhiannon smiles. 

INTERVIEWER
We’d like to offer you the position.

Rhiannon nods. 

INTERVIEW
Can you be in London for next Monday?

Rhiannon does not respond. 

INTERVIEWER
Don’t tell me you’ve had another offer steal you away from us?

Rhiannon shakes her head. 

INTERVIEWER
I can’t hear you  - 
Will you be joining us?
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RHIANNON
(I have two voices in my mouth and they’re wrestling in tongues). 

INTERVIEWER
Rhiannon? 
I think I might have muted your laptop? 
Or you’ve muted yours? 
Oh dear, oh dear, oh dear - can’t hear a word you’re saying. 
Let me see. 
Must be a bad connection. 

Rhiannon has lost her voice. 

END OF PLAY. 
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